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16 December 2022 
Press release 

 

After cross-country marathon, enduro and E-enduro join reinvigorated UCI 
Mountain Bike World Cup from 2023 

The Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI) and Warner Bros. Discovery (WBD) are pleased to announce that the 
UCI Mountain Bike World Cup will be further extended from 2023 with the introduction of enduro and E-
enduro to the calendar. This follows the recent announcement of the addition of cross-country marathon 
(XCM) to the UCI Mountain Bike World Cup. 
 
The existing Enduro World Series (EWS) is elevated to UCI World Cup status and will feature alongside cross-
country Olympic (XCO), cross-country short track (XCC) downhill (DHI) and XCM. All enduro events on the UCI 
Mountain Bike World Cup will be one-day events. 
 
Enduro (EDR) racing comprises several timed Special Stages - predominantly downhill - and Liaison Stages to 
reach the start of each Special Stage. On each Special Stage, riders start individually at regular intervals, with 
all their recorded times added up to decide the winner. To reach the start of each of the Special Stages, riders 
cover Liaison Stages either by bike or with mechanical assistance (chair lifts, trucks etc). Liaison Stages are 
not timed but riders must reach the start of the following Special Stage within an allocated time. 
 
New at each round of enduro racing at the 2023 UCI Mountain Bike World Cup will be a points system for 
each timed Special Stage. An overall classification according to points won will decide the order of riders for 
the last Special Stage, with the rider who has accumulated most points setting off last. 
 
E-Enduro (E-EDR) follows the same principle but the courses will be slightly different, including challenging 
technical climbs suited to the attributes of an enduro E-mountain bike.  
 
The integration of enduro and E-enduro into the UCI Mountain Bike World Cup is another development for 
the discipline since the UCI’s partnership with ESO Sports and Discovery Sports Events, two of WBD’s 
specialist sport organisations. The integration of XCM into the UCI Mountain Bike World Cup programme and 
the introduction of Under 23 categories for the XCC were announced in September.   
 
Another enhancement to the UCI Mountain Bike World Cup from 2023 will be increased screen time for the 
Elite downhill competitions thanks to the introduction, at each downhill round, of a semi-final between the 
qualification and final. Featuring the top 60 Elite Men and top 15 Elite Women from qualifying, the downhill 
semi-final will see men outside the top 30 and women outside the top 10 enjoy broadcast coverage for the 
first time.  
 
Forty Elite riders (30 men and 10 women) will qualify for the final, where the goal is to broadcast each of the 
40 runs in their entirety live on WBD platforms.  
 
In addition, thanks to the increased participation of Junior Women, a qualifying run will be introduced for 
this category, with the fastest 10 proceeding to the final. The Men Junior and Women Junior competitions 
will also be broadcast for the first time. 

https://www.uci.org/pressrelease/uci-management-committee-approves-the-2023-calendar-for-several-disciplines/1i4n3INX8hLqg4zUwRfSxU
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The amendments to the UCI Regulations for mountain bike which will come into force on 1st January 2023 
can be consulted on the UCI website. 
 
The full calendar of the 2023 UCI Mountain Bike World Cup will be published next week. 
 
UCI President David Lappartient said: “The UCI Mountain Bike World Cup has been delighting athletes and 
fans for more than 30 years with multiple rounds being held worldwide throughout the season. I am thrilled 
that this international series will also include enduro, E-enduro and cross-country marathon from 2023. 
These formats will add a new dimension to the reinvigorated series that is taking the mountain bike discipline 
to even greater heights. 
 
“Also thanks to our partnership with Warner Bros. Discovery, the spectacular downhill racing will benefit 
from greater exposure that will enchant existing fans and attract new audiences. I cannot wait to witness this 
new extended UCI Mountain Bike World Cup from 2023.” 
 
Chris Ball, CEO of ESO Sports, added: “Mountain Bike racing has reached an incredible level over the past 
few years and this evolution of the rule book will allow the sport to change gear again and accelerate towards 
an exciting new future, celebrating the sport in all its forms.  
 
“With more racing in short track and a new semi-final in downhill, fans will be treated to more action than 
ever. The awarding of UCI World Cup status for enduro, E-enduro and cross-country marathon will also put 
a greater spotlight on these incredible mountain bike formats and allow us to both push the front end of 
racing whilst maintaining amateur participation at many of our events.  
 
“Along with the UCI, we believe these changes will help broaden the appeal of mountain biking and enhance 
the race experience for athletes, teams and fans alike.” 
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About the UCI 
Founded on April 14, 1900, in Paris, France, the Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI) is the worldwide 
governing body for cycling. It develops and oversees cycling in all its forms and for all people: as a competitive 
sport, a healthy recreational activity, a means of transport, and also just for fun. The UCI manages and 

https://assets.ctfassets.net/761l7gh5x5an/7hc02SVWPcL4NXtg1DRyNB/4f3da4ac5cc24ca27327b82f278f6291/UCI_MTB_Rule_Changes_-_Part_IV_-_ENG_-_right_column.pdf
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promotes the ten cycling disciplines of road, track, mountain bike, BMX Racing, BMX Freestyle, cyclo-cross, 
trials, indoor cycling, cycling esports and gravel. Five of these are featured on the Olympic Games programme 
(road, track, mountain bike, BMX Racing, and BMX Freestyle), two in the Paralympic Games (road and track), 
and four in the Youth Olympic Games (road, mountain bike, BMX Racing and BMX Freestyle). For more 
information: www.uci.org.  
 
About ESO Sports 
ESO Sports are specialists in major global mountain bike races and festivals. Formed in 2012, ESO Sports are 
the owners and operators of the Enduro World Series (EWS), which now includes a network of over 80 events 
in 35 countries. EWS is sanctioned by the Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI) including EWS-E, the first UCI 
sanctioned international E-mountain bike enduro series. In 2021, Warner Brothers Discovery invested in ESO 
Sports, strengthening the organisation’s relationship with Play Sports Network and further cementing their 
commitment to developing mountain biking globally.  
 
About Discovery Sports Events 
Discovery Sports Events is the Discovery-owned event management division that oversees 55 events per year 
across 5 continents. With 15 years of experience as Eurosport Events, it offers a wealth of expertise on two 
and four wheels with a focus on electric car racing, motorbike racing and track cycling. It acts as the global 
promoter and commercial rights-holder for 5 global Championships under long-term relationships with 
governing bodies including the Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA), Fédération Internationale de 
Motocyclisme (FIM) and Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI). On four wheels it promotes the WTCR – FIA 
World Touring Car Cup and FIA ETCR eTouring World Cup from, the world’s first all-electric touring car 
championship. Launching in 2023, it will also promote the ground-breaking FIA Electric GT Championship, a 
new long-term platform for manufacturers to showcase their flagship GT cars and innovative technologies. 
On two wheels, its 10-year alliance with FIM will see it promote Speedway events way globally, including FIM 
Speedway Grand Prix, starting in 2022 in addition to its promotion of the FIM Endurance World Championship 
for motorbikes since 2015. Launched in November 2021, it promotes the UCI Track Champions League, the 
innovative new series that opens a new chapter in the history of track cycling. Discovery Sports Events 
delivers a full spectrum of event management services including promotion, television production, media 
rights distribution, press office management, sponsorship acquisition and client servicing. 
 
About Warner Bros. Discovery 
Warner Bros. Discovery (NASDAQ: WBD) is a leading global media and entertainment company that creates 
and distributes the world’s most differentiated and complete portfolio of content and brands across 
television, film and streaming. Available in more than 220 countries and territories and 50 languages, Warner 
Bros. Discovery inspires, informs and entertains audiences worldwide through its iconic brands and products 
including: Discovery Channel, discovery+, CNN, DC, Eurosport, HBO, HBO Max, HGTV, Food Network, 
Investigation Discovery, TLC, TNT, TBS, truTV, Travel Channel, MotorTrend, Animal Planet, Science Channel, 
Warner Bros. Pictures, New Line Cinema, Cartoon Network, Adult Swim, Turner Classic Movies and others. 
For more information, please visit www.wbd.com. 
  
About Warner Bros. Discovery Sports  
Warner Bros. Discovery Sports Europe represents WBD’s portfolio of sports brands, channels and platforms 
in Europe. It collectively reaches 130 million people every month, engaging fans and broad audiences in more 
than 200 markets and in over 20 languages across all platforms where consumers are spending time -free-
to-air TV, pay-TV, streaming, online and social. Warner Bros. Discovery Sports Europe includes the much-
loved consumer brands Eurosport, Global Cycling Network (GCN), Global Mountain Bike Network (GMBN), 
Golf Digest and GOLFTV powered by PGA TOUR, as well sports programming and content on discovery+ and 
Discovery’s free-to-air TV networks. They connect audiences with the greatest sporting events in the world. 
This includes being the Home of the Olympics Games in Europe; tennis’ Grand Slams; cycling’s Grand Tours, 

http://www.uci.org/
http://www.wbd.com/
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more than 600 cycling broadcasts per year and the UCI Track Champions League; the PGA TOUR year-round; 
the best new and existing electric racing series with ABB FIA Formula E World Championship and FIA eTouring 
Car World Cup; and every major winter sports World Championship and World Cup event. Warner Bros. 
Discovery Sports Europe completes a full 360° offer with its events management and promotion arm, 
Discovery Sports Events. 
 
  
 
 
  


